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The Valley's
straining economy
is hindering some
local industries
but has left others
untouched.

By HOLLY SCHORNSTEIN
and DON SHILLING
VINDACATOR STAFF WIITERS

YOUNGSTOWN — The local econ-
omy is playing favorites.

n econamic showdown sweep-
uqtmmgh much of the narian has
caused same local factories o shut
down or trim Srall, but ather busi-
niesses are doing just fine.

“We're staying busy.” said Alex
Benya, Vice Pres. of Brilex Indus-
tries, 1 YoUngstown company
which makes 3 variery of machin-
ery for steel mills 2

“I seems that heavy industry
h hll"!'ﬂm slrong.

Sales are up at Irm 10 percent 5o
far this year, Brilex has been doing
s0 well that it has added 13 work-
ers since last year and now has a
stall of 130,

Brian Benyo, President , said
the company could be growing
even faster if it could find machin-
Ists and other skilled workers who
would be willing vo work the after-
noon shift. Hou pawnhcse po-
stions ranges from the high teens
o the low 205 with bonuses,

principal
m| office of Hill, Barth & Kins. an
uriting firm,

Some businesses have seen some
maodest sales declines, but mast of
his clients are doing well or at least
holding steady, he said.

It's no comparison with the Last
time the national economy shwed,
he xaid. Economists declared that
recession lasted from 2001 1o 2003,
but the effects started kically even
earlber, with manufacturing espe-
cially hard hit, he said.

“Hack then, | had clients who
were wondering if they would
make it through another year,”
Dascenzo said.

For the most part, industrial
manufacturers are staying busy
this year because they are sup-
plying industries and parrs of
the country thar are expanding,
Dascenzo 3id,

Some industrial companies aren't
doing as well, however.

General Extrusions, which has

plants in
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BUSY PRODUCTION: Jim Matasic, an employes at the Briles mdustries” facility in Youngstown, works on a blast furnace
vave assembly, Production ID( B(iﬁ!l Industries has been busy, but other manufacturing companies have noticed a

Boardman and Leeronia, has Laid
off 35 of its 285 workers hecause ol
A skawdown in orders, said Herbert
Schuler Sr., company pres

“Auto and construction are in the
tank,” he said, adding that these
two industries account for aboul
WI percent of the demand for alu-
minum

and constructlon markets. The

Niles plant extruded aluminum for

the truck-trailer industry, and the

Girard plant produced aluminum
for doors and windows.

‘Orher areas of manufacturing
as well

Meamwhile, General Extrusions,
like ather businesses, is trying (o
cupe with increased fuel and natu-
ral-gas costs,

“Incoming orders are down, and
expenses are up. What other
news do you want o hear?™ Schul-
ersaid.

Last year's revenues were down
abour 12 percent, wlm:l\ he didn't
o because the
aVerage was a 20-percent decl]lw_
This year's revenues are down
about

Indalex Aluminum Solutions
chosed frs Niles and Girard plants
eartier this year, leaving more than
300 workers jobless. 1L also was
hurt by the dewnturn in the auto

General Electric cur 174 jobs
in the Mahoning Valley this year,
leaving the ':‘""li‘ oy with 430
local workers. Included were the
closing of a plant in Niles in Febru-
ary and the scheduled closing of 2
plant in Austintown l'hl:l falL Other
plants have had

GE has blamed l)le cutbacks on
the movement away from incan-
descent bulbs, which the local
plants support.

Local retail and service compa-

nies furced 1o deal with
the ups and downs of the local
economy.

“We laak ar the retail industry
a8 being challenged and has heen

he economy,

all year,” sald Thomas Humphries,
president and chiel executive of
the Regional Chamber. “Looking at
this past holiday [Chrisimas 2007],
sales were down slightly, and they
conuinue 1o be dewn.”

Same recail stares, such as Wild
Birds Unlimired, 90 Boardman-

fewrer people are eating in sir-down
restaurants.

1l they choose to eat vat, they are
apting for less-expensive, fasi-lood
restaurants, Family-vwned res-
raurants thar carer o mose affu-
ent clientele have not been affected
a8 much because their customers

Canfield Road, . have
found their niche, however.

Seone co-owner Jeff Harvey said
sales grew 20 last year. s
goal to grow an additianal 3 per-
cent beyond last year's revenues
has not yet been met.

“We've had steady growth
throy, i the years. It has a lot o
do with the gmh of the hobby.
Wildlife warching Is one of the
fastest-growing hobbies.”

Parts of the service industry also
have also felt the effects of the

my.

Humphries said gracery store
foar rraftic has increased because

income.

Marino's Italian Cafe & Ca-
tering, 5423 Mahoning Ave,, in
Youngstewn, has not
how rhe ecanomy has thwarted
restaurant sales.

“Ir's a lot slower, especially
lunch,” s3id FESTIUFINT CO-0WREr
Anna Marino, “It [sales in pueraﬂ
went down 25 PEFCEnt compare
o this time last year. People don't
m:wsp«ﬁmﬂm for lunch and

N
Sales have stabilized wver the
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KEEPING UP: Briley employee Tim Baker keeps up ¥
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industries that are doing wel in the skow econanmy.
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past few months with help of the

5 browght in
ibmn 40 percent af Ih: revenue,
sclle ‘local ulill store and res-
s prices, which
omy’s sq
h:ve been hwelf“s around §4 a

Th: construction indostry
alse has also noriced a decline in
projects.

Man-hours for commercial and
industrial cons(mt(ltm projecrs

7 percent for October
2007 dlmugll May 2008 mmmmd
wiith the same time period for last
year, said Kevin Reilly, executive
wice president of the Builders Asso-
«ciation af Eastern Ohio and West-
ern Pennsybvania.

“We're still expected to be down
at least 10 percent — maybe even

ore = for the remainder of the
fiscal year” Reilly said, *More peo-
ple are working less hours, or if
they're Laid off, not warking at all,
The amaunt of projects being built
have decreased

More work has been available in
school construction, but retail and
affice space construction have not
beeen as prevalent.

“The economy is going to have
an cﬂmmf retail If the econo-
my is YOU'Te not going to see

phe ;pcndmg Grr'm oM a new

AM"F‘imxili that the ecol
5 affected the residential hous-
ing construction industry, ta, Mi-
chael Kurilla Jr, Austintown zoning
inspector, said no one applied for

i in May,

This was the first construcrion-
weather manth that has not seen
permit applicarions, according

e his recollection.
One local industry that has been

atthe

' tacility in

unaffected by the economic slow-
down is health care, said Dascen-
20, the accountant. Companies that
operate nursing homes and assist-
ed-living centers are amany those
pasting strong results, he said,

“Around here, hzallh care is a
growing industry,” he said,

wh;“\cl hur:'by the economy
or nat, businesses are looking for-
ward to the anticipated bump in
the economy from General Motars
Corp. adding 1,400 workers to its
Lo n plant.

Many of those will be work-
ers transferred from other GM

plants.

Marino's Cafe & Catering, which
employs 15 pecple, has planned
0 INCTEASE NEwspaper Jdvertis-
ing and coupons, And after the

Fourth af July, itwill hire a handful
of servers, three dishwashers and
one coak.

Other business owners have
raken a wair-and-see artitude
rather than implementing plans
tw prepare for the boost in the

Hbavy amandg the

JOBLESS RATE
Holding steady

April unemployment rates

[farehe metropatinan re-

g of Mahoning, Trambull,
“ofumbiana and Mercer counties.
2006: .2 percent

200T: 6.1 percent

2008: 4.0 parcent

Sowira i Dogart st Jo01 and Famiy
Sanen

economy.

“With them JGM] adding that
s this year,
economy

inour area,” sakd Harvey at the bird
supply stere. *I'm not sure how
many will get into the hobby fof
backyard bi ut 'm sure
we"ll.hlvuume of them.
h-numn-ﬁm,u.
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